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Dear Parents and Carers,

| am writing to inform you of a change in our approach to spelling practice in Years 2 to 4. As part of
our continued efforts to enhance students’ spelling skills, we have made the decision to no longer
send a large list of spellings home each week.

Our aim is to continue to provide focused and systematic approach to spelling practice but to give
further opportunities for children to apply taught spelling rules, rather than learning a set list each
week. As such, your child will be given a shorter weekly spelling list, along with the relevant spelling
rule or pattern to learn. Year 2 will be given two spellings, Year 3 will be given three spellings and
Year 4 will be given four spellings.

On a Friday, your child will be tested on this short list but then asked to apply the spellings to an
equal number of words that follow the same pattern which have not been given in this list. During
the week, children would be taught how to apply this rule to a wider variety of words that follow the
same pattern each morning in class.

As an example, children may have the ‘tion” word ending and be given the words ‘fiction’, ‘nation’
and ‘potion’ in their spelling list. In Friday’s test, they would in addition be tested on three new
words that follow the rule, but that they have not rehearsed in their list, such as ‘option’, ‘mention’
and ‘action’. These additional words would always follow the same pattern as those given in the
spelling list.

By providing a spelling list accompanied by a spelling rule and then by applying the pattern to other
words, we believe that children will gain a deeper understanding of spelling patterns and develop
broader strategies for learning new words and applying rules to new spellings. This approach
encourages them to apply their knowledge in a broader context, strengthening their spelling
proficiency and overall literacy skills.

This approach aligns with the requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum in England, ensuring
that our students receive a robust and comprehensive education in spelling.

To support your child’s spelling practice, we recommend the following approaches:
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e Regular Study: Encourage your child to devote regular time each day to practicing the
week’s spelling list and finding other words that fit this pattern. Consistent practice
will promote retention and help build a strong foundation in spelling.

e Word Games: Engage your child in fun and interactive word games that incorporate
the spelling rule. This could include creating wordsearches, playing Scrabble, or
engaging in online spelling activities.

e Contextual Use: Encourage your child to use the words from the spelling list in their
written work. This will help reinforce their understanding of the spelling rule and
develop their ability to apply it within a wider context.

e Spelling Strategies: Teach your child various spelling strategies, such as encoding,
mnemonics, or visual associations, to enhance their spelling skills. These techniques
can be especially beneficial for children who may find spelling more challenging.

By adopting these strategies, we believe your child will not only improve their spelling but also
develop valuable study skills and a love for language. As always, we encourage you to actively
support your child’s spelling practice and provide opportunities for them to apply their learning in
everyday situations.

Thank you for your ongoing support and collaboration in your child’s education. Together, we can
foster a strong foundation in spelling and empower our students in their linguistic journey.

Mr Baxter

Vice-Principal and English Lead



