
 

       Tynsel Parkes CE Primary Academy  

Whole School Subject Coverage For: Music 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
 

Throughout the year Nursery will cover 
: 

Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.  
Sings a few familiar songs. 

 
 Beginning to move rhythmically 

.  
Imitates movement in response to music. Taps out simple repeated rhythms 

 
 

Reception 

Throughout the year Reception will cover: 
Exploring sound 

Children explore how they can use their voice and bodies to make sounds, experiment with tempo and dynamic when playing instruments, identify sounds in the environment and differentiate between them 
 

Celebration music 
Learning about the music from a range of cultural and religious celebrations, including Diwali, Hanukkah, Kwankzaa and Christmas 

 
Music and movement 

Children come up with simple actions to well-known songs, learn how to move to a beat and express feelings and emotions through movement to music 
 

Musical stories 
A unit based on traditional childrens' tales and songs. Moving to music with instruction, changing movements to match the tempo, pitch or dynamic of the piece; understanding that music and instruments can be used to convey moods or represent characters; playing an 

instrument as part of a group story. 
 

Big band 
Learning about what makes a musical instrument, the four different groups of musical instruments, following a beat using an untuned instrument and performing a practised song to a small audience 

Year 1 

My favourite things 
Keeping the Pulse 

 
Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically 
 Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 
 

Experiment with, create, select and 
combine 

sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of 

music 

Seaside 
Dynamics 

 
Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically  Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

 
Experiment with, create, select and 

combine 
sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

Tempo 
The snail and the mouse 

 
Use their voices expressively and creatively 

by 
singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically  Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

 
Experiment with, create, select and 

combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions 

of 
music 

Fairytales 
Sound patterns 

 
Use their voices expressively and creatively 

by 
singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically  Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

 
Experiment with, create, select and 

combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions 

of 
music 

Superheros 
Pitch 

 
Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically  Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

 
Experiment with, create, select and 

combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions 

of 
music 

Under the sea 
Musical symbols  

 
 

Play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically  Listen with concentration 

and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 
 

Experiment with, create, select and 
combine 

sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of 

music 

Year 2 

West African call and response song 
 

Use their voices expressively and 
creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

Play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

Experiment with, create, select and 
combine 

Traditional Western Stories 
Orchestral instruments  

 
Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically 
Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 
Experiment with, create, select and 

combine 

Musical me 
Dynamics, timbre and melodies 

 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically 
Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 
Experiment with, create, select and 

combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions 

of 
music 

Space 
Dynamics, timbre, tempo and motifs  

 
 

Play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

Experiment with, create, select and 
combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions 
of 

music 

 

British songs and sounds 

On this island 

 

Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants 

and rhymes 

Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically 

Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a 

Myths and legends 
Graphic score, composition 

play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

 
Use their voices expressively and creatively 

by 
singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 
Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically 
Listen with concentration and understanding 

to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 
Experiment with, create, select and combine 



 

 
 

sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of 

music 

sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of 

music 

range of high-quality live and 

recorded music 

Experiment with, create, select and 

combine 

sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of 

music 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music 

Year 3 

 Ballads 
 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 
instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and 

expression 
Improvise and compose music for a 

range of 
purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 

with increasing aural memory 

Creating compositions – Theme 
Mountains 

 
Verbalise how the music makes them 

feel. 
Create actions or movements appropriate 

to each section of a piece of music. 
Play in time and with an awareness of 

other pupils’ parts, giving some thought 
to dynamics. 

Play melodies and rhythms which 
represent the section of animation they 

are accompanying. 

Develop Singing technique 
 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 
instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and 

expression 
Improvise and compose music for a range 

of 
purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chinese New Year 
Pentatonic melodies and composition 

 
Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical 

instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and 
expression 

Improvise and compose music for a range 
of 

purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of 

music 
Listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds 
with increasing aural memory 

Use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

Appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from 
different traditions and from great 

composers and 
musicians 

 
 

Jazz 
 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 
instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and 

expression 
Improvise and compose music for a range 

of 
purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 

with increasing aural memory 
Use and understand staff and other 

musical 
notations 

Appreciate and understand a wide range 
of 

high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from 

different traditions and from great 
composers and 

musicians 
Develop an understanding of the history 

of music 

 End of year performance 

Year 4 

Adapting and transposing motifs (Theme: 
Romans) 

Listening to and creating motifs. 
 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 
instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and 

expression 
Improvise and compose music for a 

range of 
purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 

with increasing aural memory 
Use and understand staff and other 

musical 
notations 

Appreciate and understand a wide range 
of 

high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from 

different traditions and from great 
composers and 

musicians 
 
 
 
 

Changes in pitch, tempo and dynamics 
(Theme: Rivers) 

Learning to listen to changes in pitch, 
tempo and dynamics 

 
 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical 

instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and 
expression 

Improvise and compose music for a 
range of 

purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of 

music 
Listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds 
with increasing aural memory 

Use and understand staff and other 
musical 

notations 
Appreciate and understand a wide range 

of 
high-quality live and recorded music 

drawn from 
different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians 
 
 
 
 
 

Body and tuned percussion (Theme: 
Rainforests) 

An introduction to new musical terms. 
 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 
instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and 

expression 
Improvise and compose music for a range 

of 
purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 

with increasing aural memory 
Appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from 
different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haiku, music and performance (Theme: 
Hanami festival) 

The springtime festival of Hanami, which 
celebrates the fleeting beauty of spring 

flowers 
 
 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 
instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and 

expression 
Improvise and compose music for a range 

of 
purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 

with increasing aural memory 
Appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from 
different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians 

Rock and Roll 
Learning about the origin and features of 
rock and roll music, pupils learn how to 
play the Hand Jive and Rock Around the 

Clock 
 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical 
instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and 

expression 
Improvise and compose music for a range 

of 
purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of 
music 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds 

with increasing aural memory 
Use and understand staff and other 

musical 
notations 

Appreciate and understand a wide range 
of 

high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from 

different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians 

Develop an understanding of the history 
of music 

 
 

End of year performance 


